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Greeting from the President 


At the present moment there seems to be in the air a new challenge to librari- 
ans—a challenge to rise up and occupy the place of authority that is theirs by 
virtue of their position, a challenge to take up the leadership which is theirs. Too 
long have librarians been unassuming and over-modest, too long have they hidden 
their light under a bushel. 

The importance of their position and leadership has long been recognized by 
some, but the war has brought a new emphasis to books and book services, and 
not only Business but Government as well is now seeing with opened eyes, the 
contribution the Library can make to the Community and to the Nation. LET 
US BE LEADERS IN OUR COMMUNITY. 


KATHARINE SHorEY, President. 


PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARIES IN 1946 


This informal report on Pennsylvania libraries was originally intended as a 
part of the usual remarks expected to be made at the annual conference of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association by its President. When the meeting was can- 
celled because of the hotel and power strikes in the guest city, the Editor for the 
BULLETIN suggested this article. 

The main purpose of the presentation is to record accomplishments, particu- 
larly in public and college libraries, which appear to have interest to the Associa- 
tion’s members. The information has been gleaned from letters received from two 
dozen librarians who were requested to relate briefly their progress for the year. 
It must be borne in mind that even though it is more or less a sampling, it may be 
considered as typical of what has taken place in libraries throughout the Common- 
wealth regardless of their kind or size. 

In evaluating progress made, a number of librarians reported in general terms 
indicating they have been as busy as they could in carrying on their regular work 
trying to maintain established procedures and services under unusual circum- 
stances. Increased use of books and other facilities, mounting costs, scarcity of 
personnel with adequate training, and overcrowding of book stacks, have all pre- 
sented problems in most libraries. 


Service to Users 


Fundamental changes in the adjustment of people from wartime to peace- 
time activities are being reflected in the use they are making of libraries. Nearly 
all tynes of libraries have had increases in circulation and in reference work, but 
this is narticularly striking in public libraries. The Free Library of Philadelphia 
experienced a very heavy increase in circulation and expects this to Continue; 
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reference work in all departments has 
more than tripled, has changed as the 
interests and needs of three million 
people have changed. Adult use ad- 
vanced considerably in Wilkes-Barre at 
the Osterhout Free Library; veterans, 
especially those attending Bucknell 
Junior College, are constant and intelli- 
gent patrons. 

At the Bethlehem Public Library 
there has been a substantial increase in 
circulation and in adult registration, 
which included many returned veterans 
and students who used the reading and 
references rooms for study more “than 
in previous years. The circulation in 
school collections at the Allentown Free 
Library increased one hundred and 
twenty-four per cent. High School 


students’ interest was considerably 
stimulated by Teen Age Book Shows 
last spring in Wilkes-Barre, Bethlehem, 
Allentown, and recently at the Adams 
County Free Library in Gettysburg, 
the beneficial effects of which are still 
evident. Also in Allentown, a teen age 
library radio club is functioning effec- 
tively. A large public library, reported 
its non-fiction circulation as the highest 
it has ever been in the history of the 
library, with more reserves for non- 
fiction than fiction in some months. 
This library has been given a regular 
daily radio time for short book reviews 
or for spot announcements. 

The main efforts during the past few 
months at the Kauffman Public Library 
in Sunbury have been directed toward 
providing supplementary reading ma- 
terial and textbooks needed by students 
commuting from Sunbury to Bucknell 
and Susquehanna Universities. Citizens 
responded generously to appeals pub- 
lished in the local newspaper for this 
type of material. Library service was 
offered to nearby rural schools this 
past fall on a contract basis of twenty- 
five cents per pupil. County service 
given by the Shaw Public Library at 
Clearfield has suffered since last Feb- 
ruary because of an accident that de- 
molished the bookmobile which could 
not be replaced during the year. 


The Adams County Free Library, 
which opened a year ago, now has a 
book collection of approximately nine 
thousand volumes, has three branches 
with semi-permanent collections, eleven 
adult stations in active use, and the 
ninety-three schools in the county are 
served monthly by the bookmobile 
named “Red Wing” by the children. 
Strides have been made at Roosevelt 
School in Altoona, where there are one 
thousand six hundred pupils enrolled. 
This library serves also as a_ public 
library. A so-called five-year plan has 
been instituted. During the first year 
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the groundwork has been laid for fur- 
ther development of library facilities 
for the city and for Blair County. Stim- 
ulation was received from the Blair 
County Centennial in the form of a 
better Public Relations program. In 
Williamsport the Brown Library ex- 
panded its library instruction program 
in operation since 1935; it now includes 
work assignments to senior and sopho- 
more classes of the local high school, 
the junior high schools, the parochial 
high schools, the county high schools 
and the Williamsport Technical Insti- 
tute, and Dickinson Junior College stu- 
dents are given periodic instruction 
when teachers request it. 
Book Acquisitions 

As the chief feature of the celebra- 
tion of its fiftieth anniversary early in 
November, 1945, the Carnegie Library 
of Pittsburgh opened its Public Affairs 
and Intercultural Room. After a year’s 
experience it is reported (1) that read- 
ers have been attracted to books on 
public affairs to a much greater extent 
because of this new facility, and (2), 
although recognizing it as a long process, 
that something has been contributed 
towards bringing out a better under- 
standing among races and nationalities. 
The Salvation Army continued the 
practice in Clearfield of putting a me- 
morial book in the library for each per- 
son killed in the service; sixty-six were 
added during the year, and one hundred 
and thirty-two in 1945. Three persons 
gave a total of $450 to buy memorial 
books for a local man killed in action. 
One lady sent in $25 on the anniversary 
of her mother’s death for a memorial 
for her, and memorial books were given 
for thirty other persons. Most of the 
memorial volumes were selected by the 
library staff. 

Judging from the emphasis placed on 
the building up of library resources, 
colleges and universities reported con- 
siderably more progress in this area 


than did the public libraries. Faculty 
members at Lafayette College were 
asked during the past school year, in 
an effort to recover ground lost in the 
preceding period of reduced book pur- 
chases, to scrutinize the recent bibli- 
ographies of their subjects and recom- 
mend books deemed as necessary to 
maintenance of the library’s holdings in 
their fields. This procedure is exceed- 
ingly important, since it is generally 
recognized in the field of higher educa- 
tion that the quality of a college’s work 
in a subject is reflected in the quality 
of that library’s collection on that 
subject. 


A Rare Book Department has been 
set up at the University of Pennsylvania 
Library. At the Pennsylvania College 
for Women, where a newly organized 
curriculum calls for broad gauge studies 
in the major areas of human experience, 
with the required part of the program 
covering general studies comprising 
about half the work for the Bachelor of 
Arts degree, the Laughlin Memorial 
Library is centering its emphasis upon 
the acquisition of more primary sourcés 
in the field of Humanities. Marywood 
College Library is planning to enlarge 
its periodical collection by microfilm 
editions. The library staff is assisting 
the faculty in revising collateral read- 
ing lists. Seton Hill College has fur- 
nished an attractive Browsing Room, 
the memorial gift of one of its alumnae. 
It has also recently completed a reor- 
ganization of its magazine files, the un- 
bound issues being stored in Magofiles, 
all duplicates disposed of, and a start 
toward recording of every magazine 
used, with a view to discovering actual 
needs and in making judgments on 
binding. At the State Teachers College, 
Kutztown, many new courses of study, 
unattainable during the war years, have 
been added to the Curriculum Labora- 
tory. The exchange list of “Books 
Added to the College Library” is prov- 
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ing to be of value to the participating 
Teachers’ Colleges of the State. 


Staff 


Some libraries have been able to 
maintain full staffs, more have experi- 
enced the scarcity of personnel, and 
were faced with successive resignations 
and other staff casualties. The resump- 
tion of the training class at the Free 
Library of Philadelphia has afforded a 
partial solution to its local staff prob- 
lem. To meet increased demands 
Bucknell University Library has added 
another full-time assistant, and is using 
eight full-time clerical workers instead 
of the usual student workers who can 
give only a few hours a week. The 
greatly increased college enrollment at 
the State Teachers College at Kutz- 
town has necessitated the addition of 
an Assistant Librarian. Last summer 
Franklin and Marshall College created 
the position of Assistant Librarian and 
is using fewer student assistants who 
work more time. Bethlehem Public 
Library now has two veterans on its 
staff, the Veterans Readers Advisor and 
the Reference Librarian. These addi- 
tions have made returning veterans 
feel more at home in the library. 

It is heartening to report that the 
library schools in the State have full 
enrollments. Of the thirty-two enrolled 
at Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
twenty-two graduated from college 
earlier than last June and have had 
wartime experience. Marywood Col- 
lege Department of Librarianship was 
approved last June by the American 
Library Association Board of Educa- 
tion for Librarianship as a Type Il 
library school. Pennsylvania State 
College had the largest Summer Library 
School in five years. Stimulating and 
otherwise helpful courses in county li- 
brary work were offered this past sum- 
mer. 

Staff salaries were increased in a 
number of libraries. A new salary scale 


was adopted at the Osterhout Free 
Library, Wilkes-Barre, increasing mini- 
mums and maximums in every person- 
nel group, and salaries now take sixty- 
eight per cent of the total budget. Pro- 
fessionally trained librarians, under the 
scale of salaries put into effect at Erie, 
now begin at $1800 per year, and pro- 
vision has been made for assured annual 
increments to all employees who have 
satisfactory rating. 


Increased Appropriations 


The budget of the Erie Public Li- 
brary, a division of the School District 
of Erie, adopted for the year beginning 
July 1, calls for a total of $84,236, 
which is $5,744 more than was spent 
last year, and includes $1,000 to con- 
tinue the microfilming program, and 
$800 for new shelving. The Allentown 
Free Library budget was increased by 
$10,000, and the first appropriation ob- 
tained from the city. The present ap- 
propriation of the large public library, 
that is anonymous, is fifty per cent 
higher than in 1942. At Wilkes-Barre, 
where the library has, for half a century, 
until quite recently, received its entire 
support from endowment income, a new 
policy was begun to arouse citizens to 
a realization of their responsibility for 
public library support. This year the 
city council and the city school board 
each contributed three thousand dol- 
lars, raising the total annual income 
from these sources to $17,000; income 
from endowment total about $43,000. 
At Marywood College more money was 
made available to permit duplication of 
titles in reference, reserve and reading 
collections. Bucknell University Li- 
brary’s budget has been increased ade- 
quately, so far, to handle the increased 
demands made by students and faculty. 


Buildings 


The Harrisburg Public Library occu- 
pied the McCormick mansion, directly 
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across the street from its main library, 
as an administration and extension cen- 
ter for the library. This large, well- 
built house, erected about 1870, was 
willed to the library for such use as the 
library board decided. When the new 
building campaign was completed a 
little more than a year ago, the Lan- 
caster Free Public Library had raised 
more than $150,000; combined with 
$160,000 now in the hands of the M. T. 
Garvin trustees, a new building is as- 
sured. Building plans are complete and 
ready for use at any time. At the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania work is pro- 
gressing on new plans for a great new 
library which it is hoped will be built 
a few years hence. Swarthmore College 
expects to have a new library building 
in the not-too-distant future. The de- 
cision of the college administration has 
placed its erection at or near the top of 
the projects listed for post-war im- 
provements and expansion. 
Miscellaneous Activities 

It is predicted that many libraries 
will benefit from the impetus gained by 
the promotion of the Public Library 
Demonstration Bill so ably handled by 
the State Coordinator with the assist- 
ance of a great number of librarians 
and others interested particularly in 
rural areas. “Better Libraries Mean 
Better Schools” was the theme of the 
first annual Eastern Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Conference held at Kutztown last 
spring. This conference was sponsored 
jointly by the State Teachers Colleges 
at Kutztown and Millersville. Plans 
are already well formulated for the 
second meeting at Millersville this 
spring. A regional organization, the 
Lake Erie Library Association, spon- 
sored by the librarian and staff associa- 
tion of the Erie Public Library, took 
definite form in September at a meeting 
in the Reis Library at Allegheny Col- 
lege, where a constitution was adopted 
and o™->rs elected. At least two meet- 


ings a year are contemplated. The staff 
of the Allentown Free Library prepared 
a staff manual which is now in use. A 
Record Listening Room was opened a 
year ago at the Bethlehem Public Li- 
brary in cooperation with Friends of 
Music. The library staff at Marywood 
College is sponsoring the formation of 
student reading groups to function in 
the pattern of the Great Books Club 
originated at the University of Chicago 
under Dr. Mortimer Adler. 

No report of library progress in Penn- 
sylvania would be complete without 
mentioning the Philadelphia Biblio- 
graphical Center and Union Library 
Catalogue. Of the many services ren- 
dered, undoubtedly the location service 
is its most important activity. In “The 
Union Library Catalogue of the Phila- 
delphia Metropolitan Area, 1936-1946: 
A Tenth Anniversary Report,” the 
number of requests for 1946 is esti- 
mated at 8,000, exceeding by about 
1,600 the next highest figure for the 
period, and items searched are esti- 
mated at 24,000. Total items searched 
in the ten-year period exceeded 176,000. 

Last, but not least, the Junior Mem- 
bers in various libraries throughout the 
State deserve much credit in bringing 
into print the “Directory of Personnel 
in Pennsylvania Libraries.” In speak- 
ing of it recently Miss Katharine 
Shorey, President of the Association, 
said: “It is a valuable publication; we 
use it all the time, and all the members 
of my staff purchased copies.” 

Pennsylvania librarians and library 
trustees are to be highly commended on 
the progress they have made in 1946. 
But much work remains undone. May 
the activities of the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association in 1947 under the 
able direction of its new officers assist 
us in our endeavors. 


Hersert B. Anstaett, Librarian, 
Franklin and Marshall College. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


An important meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the P. L. A. was held 
on Friday, December 6th, in Mr. Kea- 
tor’s office at the State Library, Harris- 
burg. The following members were 
present: President Anstaett, Miss 
Shorey, Mr. Wightman, Mr. Keator, 
Miss Bennet, Miss Borneman, Mr. Hull, 
Miss Kelly, Mr. Knickerbocker, Miss 
Oller, Miss Preston, Miss Reed, Miss 
Root, Miss Matthews, Mrs. Williams, 
Mr. Minnich and Mrs. Hansen. 


Brief reports were given by the chair- 
men of the sections and the proposed 
Survey of Libraries in Pennsylvania 
was discussed. Miss Kelly, reporting 
for Mr. Munn, Chairman of the Legis- 
lative Committee, read a memorandum 
from him concerning the survey. Mr. 
Munn suggested the possibility of the 
survey being made by the Pennsylvania 
Economy League, or through the Edu- 
cation Committee of the General As- 
sembly—if a special appropriation could 
be secured to finance it. It was finally 
voted that the Executive Committee of 
the P. L. A. go on record as favoring a 
State Library Survey, to be authorized 
and financed by the General Assembly, 
and because of the need to act quickly, 
it was recommended that the Legisla- 
tive Committee begin work on this mat- 
ter as soon as possible. 

Miss Matthews, Chairman of the 
Scholarship Committee, announced the 
withdrawal of the support of the State 
Department of Public Instruction from 
the Summer School of Pennsylvania 
State College and read a letter from 
Mr. Lewis requesting the continuation 
of the P. L. A. scholarships. It was 
voted and carried that the P. L. A., if 
financially able in the spring, would 
give four $75 scholarships for the Sum- 
mer School in 1947. 

Mrs. Williams reported on the work 
of the Procedure Book Committee, stat- 
ing that he committce recommended 
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that the Procedure Book be printed. It 
was agreed that 100 copies of the 
manual be mimeographed. 


A report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, Miss Helen D. Subers, Chair- 
man, was read: President: Katharine 
Shorey, Martin Memorial Library, 
York; Vice-President and President- 
Elect: Inez Crandle, Shaw Public Li- 
brary, Clearfield; Secretary: Mildred 
Ailman, Pennsylvania State College 
Library; Treasurer: Clifford B. Wight- 
man, Free Public Library, Lancaster; 
Member-at-large: Richard D. Minnich, 
Public Library, Easton. 


It was moved and seconded that the 
slate as read be declared elected. The 
moton was carried unanimously. 


The first business of the new presi- 
dent was the consideration of the slates 
of officers for the various sections. The 
following appointments were approved: 


Cotiece Section: Chairman: Philip 
M. Benjamin, Allegheny College, Mead- 
ville; Vice-Chairman: Mrs. Mary E. 
Lewis, Kutztown State Teachers Col- 
lege, Kutztown; Secretary: Father Fal- 
vey, Villa Nova College. 

CHILDREN’s AND YouNG PEopLe’s 
Section: Chairman: Jane Cort, 
Greensburg High School Library, 
Greensburg; Vice-Chairman: Ruth 
Beardsley, Allentown Public Library, 
Allentown; Secretary: Janet Acheson, 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Pustic Lisprary Section: Chair- 
man: Katherine M. Rock, Greenville 
Public Library, Greenville; Vice-Chair- 
man: Clifford B. Wightman, Free 
Public Library, Lancaster; Secretary: 
Roberta Shand, Greensburg Public Li- 
brary, Greensburg. 


County Lisrary Section: Chair- 
man: Nancy Leavitt, Chester County 
Library, West Chester; Vice-Chairman: 
Marian Lechner, Butler County Trav- 
eling Library, Butler; Secretary: Dawes 
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Markwell, Bradford County Library, 
Troy. 
Mrs. Atice E. Hansen, 
Secretary. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


The financial report of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association for the period 
November 1, 1945, to October 31, 1946, 
was presented as follows: 

Balance, November 1, 1945. . $1,161.97 


Receipts 


Dues, Institutional ......... 344.00 
SS. re 666.00 
Exhibits, 1945 Conference... 345.00 
Registration Fees .......... 190.00 
Miscellaneous ............. 17.00 

Total Receipts ......... $2,723.97 
Disbursements ............. 1,819.64 


Balance on hand Oct. 31, 1946 $904.33 


C.iirForp B. WIGHTMAN, 
Treasurer. 


COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS 


A meeting of the County Library 
Section was held on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 5, at the Harrisburg Public Library. 
Twelve counties were represented. Miss 
Kathryn Oller, chairman, presided. Mr. 
Keator and Mr. Anstaett spoke briefly 
to the group. 

The statistical report for libraries was 
discussed and several changes were 
recommended. Following the discus- 
sion of the revision of the County Li- 
brary Standards the Section recom- 
mended that the P. L. A. take steps to 
have made a complete survey of library 
conditions in the State and the revision 
of the Standards be postponed until the 
survey has been made. 

Miss Oller announced that the film 
“Library on Wheels” has been _pur- 
chased by the P. L. A. The film is 
available for the sum of $2.50, plus 
transportation charges. Anyone desir- 


ing the film should apply several weeks 
in advance to Miss Kathryn Oller, Li- 
brarian, Adams County Free Library, 
Gettysburg, Pa. 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


The Library Demonstration Bill was 
introduced in the Senate on January 
6th. It is sponsored by Senators Aiken 
of Vermont and Hill of Alabama and 
passed the first and second readings. It 
has been referred to the Senate Com- 
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare, 
with Senator Robert Taft, Chairman. 

Pennsylvania is taking an active part 
in the campaign, since the State has the 
largest population without library serv- 
ice. Senator Martin says of the bill that 
“it would be a valuable adjunct to the 
State’s educational system.” The bill 
has two objectives: one, to provide one 
good experimental library in each state 
which will stimulate state and local 
governments to establish service from 
their own resources; and two, a research 
program in the methods of giving li- 
brary service in difficult areas. Your 
help is needed to get the bill passed. 

An Advisory Committee from P. L. A. 
to work on plans for a Pennsylvania 
library program that can be developed 
when the Demonstration Bill passes, 
has been requested by Mr. Keator. The 
following have been appointed to that 
Committee: Evelyn L. Matthews, May 
Valencik, John H. Knickerbocker, Wil- 
lard P. Lewis, Alice R. Eaton, Kathar- 
ine W. Bennet, Arnold  Rosaaen, 
Richard D. Minnich, William Bacon, 
Franklin H. Price; with the President, 
the Chairman of the Legislative Com- 
mittee, the Chairman of the Public Li- 
brary Section, and the Chairman of the 
County Library Section as members ex- 
officio. 


LIBRARY SERVICE AND BUSINESS 


In York on December 13th a most 
successful meeting devoted to “Busi- 
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ness and the Library” was held under 
the joint auspices of the American Li- 
brary Association and the Committee 
for Economic Development. This is 
the first of a series of meetings on this 
subject that are to be held in various 
parts of the United States, when librari- 
ans and business men will meet together 
to work out ways and means of pro- 
moting economic literacy and develop 
effective community thought on eco- 
nomic problems and policies. 

In attendance at this important meet- 
ing were 51 librarians from the Middle 
Atlantic area, 48 leaders of business in 
York, and 33 other interested citizens, 
and all participated in a program to try 
to stimulate some real thinking on the 
economic problems of the community 
and the nation. 

Paul Howard, from the Washington 
office of the A. L. A., and Miss Marion 
Manley, of the Business Library of 
Newark, were the librarians who par- 
ticipated i in the program, and Howard 
Volgenau of New York, John Van De- 
venter of the Jron Age Magazine, and 
W. S. Shipley of New York, represented 
the C. E. D. on the national, state and 
local level. 

According to all who attended the 
meeting, it was a most stimulating and 
vital affair. Miss Manley’s comment 
was, “It struck me as being the most 
successful contribution of laymen and 
professional interest that I have ever 
seen.” 


LIBRARY PUBLIC RELATIONS 
SERVICE 


For those libraries that have $200.00 
to spend for a Public Relations program, 
there is now being offered by the Mitch- 
ell McKeown Organization of Chicago 
a service of this kind. 

The A. L. A. Public Relations staff 
has worked closely with the Mitchell 
McKeown Organization in planning 
this service so that it is tailored to fit 


the needs expressed in letters, inter- 
views, and at library conferences; and 
it will continue to contribute its ex- 
perience and knowledge in the library 
field; but the new service is not an ac- 
tivity of the A. L. A. It is a professional 


service which will operate as an inde- | 


pendent business enterprise and which 
libraries will support on its own merits, 


The service it offers is applicable to 
public or college libraries and library 
associations and groups throughout the 
country, and in subscribing to the serv- 
ice you not only buy a detailed knowl- 
edge of public relations methods, tech- 
niques and activities as applied specifi- 
cally to the local library, but also help 
to make it possible for all libraries to 
benefit from a planned program. By 
joining together in this way all libraries 
can have at a nominal cost a service 
that would cost thousands of dollars for 
one library only. 


If you are interested in the service 
you can get further information about 
it from Lisrary RELATIONS SERVICE, 
135 South LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, 
Illinois. 


JOHNSTOWN LIBRARY 


For many years the Library Associa- 
tion of Johnstown worked toward a 
realization that support for the public 
library should be on the same basis as 
support for education, police protection 
and sanitation. Up to this time, funds 
for maintenance had been provided by 
the Cambria Iron Company (founders 
of the library in 1897) and their suc- 
cessors, with a period of assistance given 
by Andrew Carnegie after the building 
had been destroyed in the Great Flood. 

By the spring of 1946, sufficient _in- 
terest was aroused to petition the City 
Council to place a referendum on the 
ballot at the November election. This 
authorized a half mill tax. 


The library used every means to urge 
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the citizens of Johnstown to an active 
part in the campaign. Fifteen thousand 
circulars containing facts about the li- 
brary and its needs were distributed 
through schools, the Junior College and 
many audiences. Letters with circulars 
enclosed were sent to the members of 
the Ministerial Association, labor unions, 
service clubs and business clubs asking 
them to “talk Referendum; vote Refer- 
endum!” Johnstown’s three newspa- 
pers gave valiant assistance. Challeng- 
ing editorials and splendid articles car- 
ried the appeal into every home. The 
two local radio stations donated “spots” 
during the two weeks that preceded the 
election. Banners suggested by a re- 
porter, made and donated by the Poster 
Advertising Company, and carried by 
six boys, were featured in a large Hal- 
lowe’en parade through the city streets, 
urging everyone to “Back the Library.” 

Support of the library was assured. 
On election day the voters backed the 
Library three to two. 

The members of the Committee must 
be congratulated at this conclusion of 
a successful campaign. 

CampriaA Free Lrprary Asso- 
CIATION OF JOHNSTOWN. 


CITATION OF TRUSTEES 


Every year at a general session of the 
A. L. A., two Library Trustees are given 
national recognition for meritorious 
achievements or distinguished service. 
1947 marks the seventh year of this 
Citation of Trustees, and recommenda- 
tions for current citations may be sub- 
mitted by any library board, any indi- 
vidual library trustee, state library ex- 
tension agency, state library associa- 
tion, or the A. L. A. Trustee Division, 
with a full record of service. This rec- 
ord may include State or national ac- 
tivities as well as service to the local 
library, may concern a large library or 
a small one. 

It is common knowledge that thou- 


sands of library trustees give their time, 
attention and effort without thought 
of financial reward, accepting the op- 
portunity for genuine public service in 
furthering library work. As a stimula- 
tion and an inspiration to all members 
of the profession, the publicity attend- 
ing the presentation of the citation not 
only honors the trustee but the indi- 
vidual library also, and it brings the 
library in general before the public as a 
great national force. 

Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith, the chair- 
man of the A. L. A. Jury on Citation of 
Trustees, announces that the nomina- 
tions for citations must be sent not later 
than March 1, 1947, to Jury on Citation 
of Trustees, A. L. A. Headquarters, 50 
East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 
The only limitation put upon those to 
be nominated is that each trustee must 
be in actual service at least part of the 
calendar year preceding the session at 
which the awards are made. 


TEEN AGE BOOK SHOW 


The high schools of the Homestead 
Community held a Teen Age Book 
Show in the fall under the leadership of 
the Friends of the Library and spon- 
sored by Pocket Books, Inc., of New 
York. The Homestead district, which 
is made up of five school districts— 
Homestead, Munhall, West Homestead, 
Whitaker and West Mifflin, constitutes 
an ideal type of community for such a 
program because of its size, its pro- 
gressive educational and library system 
and its cultural interests. 

The program was planned to include 
all schools, special book assembly ses- 
sions were held in each, when the movie 
“Tt’s All Yours” was shown, followed by 
an informal talk on books and reading. 
The total attendance at the assemblies 
was approximately 3000 teen age boys 
and girls. A group of students from 
each school was selected to act as hosts 
and hostesses at the exhibition of books 
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in the Carnegie Library and to distrib- 
ute the booklet Read Today—Star To- 
morrow. 

An elaborate book show was arranged 
in the High School Section of the Car- 
negie Library of Homestead under such 
timely topics as “Try and Stop Me,” 
“Don’t Fence Me In,” “The World is 
Your Business”—where teen agers could 
examine the books in line with their 
own interests. There was $1500 worth 
of new books, purchased recently for 
the Young Moderns section of the Li- 
brary, on display in the exhibit. Of 
this amount, $1000 was donated by 
Friends of the Library and $500 from 
the Munhall Boro Council. 

The Friends of the Library of Home- 
stead are giving a series of entertain- 
ments during the winter. Three chil- 
dren’s plays, a marionette show and a 
dramatic ballet. The proceeds of these 
will be used to buy children’s books and 
those suitable for high school students. 


SOMERSET LIBRARY 
The Mary S. Biesecker Public Li- 


brary is in Somerset, Pennsylvania, in 
a section known as the Roof Garden of 
Pennsylvania. A group of public- 
minded women started the Somerset 
Library with a handful of donated 
books and a few small money dona- 
tions. Later a bequest made possible 
the beautiful building of local sandstone 
in simple American Colonial style archi- 
tecture, which was erected under W. P. 
A. supervision, the last W. P. A. pro- 
ject in America. The building was first 
occupied in 1943, and since then, gifts, 
work and enthusiasm have made it one 
of the finer small libraries in the state. 

During the year 1945, because of 
the Sesqui-Centennial celebration of 
the founding of the county, three 
murals were presented to the library. 
They are beautiful in execution and also 
true to local history. One is centered 
around Harmon Husband, a pioneer, 


—————. 


whose pseudonym “Toscape Death” 
started Alexander Kostellow’s imagin- 
ation working in a scene warm with 
color and feeling. Kindred McCleary 
created a series of murals visualizing 
the printing of the first Bible west of 
the Alleghenies by Frederick Goeb in 
1813. There are two smaller panels 
showing the use of the Bible in the 
wilderness. Incidentally this Bible is 
on display in the library. Esther Topp 
chose for her subject Jeremiah Black’s 
appeal to President Buchanan to fortify 
Fort Sumpter just before the Civil War. 


This mural shows excellent work in | 
portraiture, and it is little wonder that | 


aesthetic appreciation mingles with 
historic pride in this library. 


Here also, the Somerset Historical | 
and Archaeological Society has housed | 
its fine collection of books pertaining | 


to Western Pennsylvania and particu- 
larly Somerset County. This collection 
has had wide and varied use. 
Somerset Library has a music collec- 
tion to be proud of, a collection of more 


than 500 records given to the library | 


largely as a memorial gift for Lucy 
Scull Cook, but also records from the 
private collection of a former Somerset 
man, Mr. John Shoemaker, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Radio Corporation of 
America. The albums are of classical 
music, and there is satisfaction and real 
joy in the use of these records by the 
young people. The albums circulate; 
there are few breakages to report, so 
great is the appreciation and care they 
receive. 

The Somerset Art Center fostered 
an appreciation and a love of paintings, 
and a valuable collection of art books 
has helped to inspire those new and old 
in this field. 

A County Library system has been 
approved by the County Commis- 
sioners, on petition of a group of people 
throughout the county area. It is to be 
included in the 1947 budget, and _will 
probably start after January 1. This 
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is an idea born of a hope of many years, 
and one that will give all the people 
of this section a chance at that “Dif- 
fusion of Knowledge” a library must 
symbolize. 

Somerset is one of the stops on the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike, so stop off and 
see Somerset Library. 

Cecetia K. WALKER, 
Librarian. 


SPECIAL 
LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 

Although the P. L. A. annual meeting 
was not held, fifty members and guests 
of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Special 
Libraries Association were present at 
the luncheon scheduled for Saturday, 
October 19th, at the University Club. 

Dr. Robert Maurer of the Physics De- 
partment, Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
nology, spoke on the peace time uses of 
the atomic bomb. Miss Betty Joy Cole, 
national president of the Association, 
addressed the meeting on the subject 
of library service and what it should 
mean to both special and public li- 
braries. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


The Editors regret that due to the 
cancellation of the Annual Conference 
which was to have been held in Pitts- 
burgh in October and the postponed 
executive committee meeting, it was 
impossible to issue the Autumn number 
of The BULLETIN. 


The second annual Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania School Library Conference will 
be held at the State Teachers College 
at Millersville on Friday and Saturday, 
March 7 and 8. 

A strong program has been pre- 
pared. Among the outstanding speak- 
ers are Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, 
State School Library Advisor, Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, Raleigh, 


North Carolina; Phyllis Whitney, 


Author of Children’s Books and Re- 
viewer for the Philadelphia Inquirer 
Book Review; and Kenneth Gould, 
Editor-in-Chief of the Scholastic mag- 
azines. 

This conference is sponsored by the 
State Teachers Colleges at Kutztown 
and Millersville. The first conference 
was held last April at Kutztown. 


The third annual School Library In- 
stitute of the Marywood College, De- 
partment of Librarianship, will be held 
at the college on Friday and Saturday, 
February 21 and 22. Librarians and 
educators from various parts of the 
country will meet with school adminis- 
trators, teachers, librarians and stu- 
dents of the Scranton area to discuss 
methods of inter-action between the 
closely allied field of the teacher and 
the librarian. 

The Institute this year will aim to 
show librarians and teachers working 
together through the use of materials 
of instruction. As a specific area of 
interest, the United Nations has been 
selected as the topic to point up and 
illustrate the discussions. 


The New Jersey Library Association 
is meeting at Buck Hill Falls on March 
20th, 21st and 22nd, and Miss Marion 
Manley, President, has extended an in- 
vitation to Pennsylvania librarians to 
attend that meeting if they would care 
to do so. 


At the Executive Board Meeting it 
was decided that P. L. A. would join 
with Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, 
Washington, D. C., Virginia and West 
Virginia in a Regional Conference to be 
held in some central spot in the Fall of 
1947. 

Mrs. Helen Steinbarger of the Public 
Library at Washington is the general 
chairman of the Conference, Miss 
Eleanor Falley of Goucher College is 
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chairman of arrangements, Miss Amy 
Winslow of the Enoch Pratt Library in 
Baltimore is program chairman, and 
Emerson Greenaway and members of 
the staff of the Enoch Pratt Library 
will be in charge of publicity and public 
relations. Pennsylvania will be in 
charge of the exhibits and it is hoped 
that many exhibitors will be attracted 
to the meeting. All Pennsylvania li- 
brarians will want to attend both of 
these meetings, since it is uncertain 
when it will be possible to hold the 
State conference. 


For the second year in succession a 
course in Rural and County Library 
work will be offered at the Pennsylvania 
State College Library School as follows: 
Library Science 81 (2 credits). 

Unit A (1 credit). Lectures, discus- 
sions and problems on farm litera- 


ture. Given June 30 to July 18, 1947, 
Unit B (1 credit). County and exten- 
sion library service and informal li- 
brary organization methods. Given 
July 19 to August 8, 1947. 
For information address: 
Director of the Summer Library School 
The Pennsylvania State College 
State College, Pennsylvania. 


The Directory of Pennsylvania Li- 
brarians, compiled by the Junior Mem- 
bers’ Round Table, has been sent to 
members of the P. L. A. desiring it. The 
price is $1.00, which covers the cost of 
printing and mailing. It is a valuable 
aid to all librarians in the State and 
should be in every library. If you do 
not have a copy, write to Clifford B. 
Wightman, Treasurer, Lancaster Free 
Public Library, Lancaster, Penna., for 
one. 


Cyd 














